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comes to the book with only a smattering of knowledge, and has not the time 
or the opportunity to test what is put before him, will be apt to be carried 
away by the glow and enthusiasm of an eloquent pen into positions at which 
he would never arrive by sound and circumspect reasoning." 

The Pulpit Commentary: Isaiah. 

The Book of the Prophet Isaiah. Exposition and Homiletics by Rev. George 

Rawlinson, M. A. Homilies by various authors. New York : A. D. P. 

Randolph and Co. 2 volumes. 

In taking up a new Commentary on the Book of Isaiah we naturally inquire 
what is the position assumed by the writer, whether he treats the book as a 
unit or as a composite structure, whether he has availed himself of the mate- 
rial furnished by the Inscriptions, whether he has attempted to give the histor- 
ical setting of the separate prophecies, and what his views are in regard to the 
Messianic idea. 

As to the position of the author of this Commentary there is no doubt. To 
him the book is a unit and the "Great Unknown" is nothing else than an 
imaginary personage. The literature of the Monuments has been made to 
contribute its part to the elucidation of the text. Thus the historical condi- 
tions have been recognized to some extent. The Messianic expectations are 
regarded as centering in a personal Redeemer, who was no other than Jesus 
Christ. 

The Introduction tells us that the first thirty-five chapters are prophetic, 
the word prophetic being here used in the sense of didactic, admonitory and 
hortatory in contradistinction to narrative. The next four chapters (36-39) are 
historical, containing a plain and simple narrative of certain events that took 
place in the reign of Hezekiah. In the rest of the book (40-66) Isaiah throws 
himself into the period of the captivity with a faith, a fervor, and a power of 
realization which are all his own, and aims to comfort the people in their afflic- 
tion. 

The general arrangement of these three main divisions is chronological, but 
there are indications of a lack of chronological order in the make up of the 
first, and possibly the last of these divisions. 

This is natural, since the prophecies were not committed to writing before, 
or as soon as, they were delivered. In their earliest written form they were a 
number of separate documents. These documents were put together from 
time to time. The compiler grouped together the prophecies that were similar 
in character without any regard to chronological order. Rawlinson, however, 
does not tell us whether the gradual accretion of the book is to be ascribed to 
the action of the prophet himself or to that of later editors. According to the 
author the vision recorded in chap. 6, does not constitute the original call of 
Isaiah. It was a new designation to introduce more solemnly a general decla- 
ration of God's dispensations in regard to his people and the fates of the 
nations. In a supplementary note to chap. 7, the different views of the Im- 
manuel prophecy are presented. The view adopted sees in it a double bearing 
and a double fulfilment. It is held to be so worded as to have a further mean- 
ing than the obvious and literal, a meaning which was even the original design 
and principal intention of the prophet, viz., the Messianic one. 

The expository portion is worthy of attention on the part of those who aim 
to understand the Book of Isaiah, but the Homiletic material furnished by 
Canon Rawlinson's associates in the work, is not of such a character as to 
advance the real value of the Commentary. 



